SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
The Disease.   Smallpox, or variola, is
one of the most highly communicable
diseases of man. A single and short ex-
posure is sufficient to cause infection.
The -disease may be transmitted by di-
rect contact of the sick with the well, or
in a variety of other ways. Any object,
utensil, or material that has come in con-
tact with a smallpox patient may carry
the virus and spread the disease, and it
is also possible that the infection is air-
borne. Inasmuch as the disease is con-
tagious before the eruption appears, and
therefore, before it is usually diagnosed*
it may spread before its presence is
known. After an incubation period vary-
ing from five and a half to sixteen days,
but ordinarily from ten to twelve days,
there is usually a sudden onset of sub-
jective symptoms, such as a chill and
malaise, then a feverish period of a few
days' duration in which the patient gen-
erally complains of dizziness, headache,
backache* general body pains, nausea,
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